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in obsequiousness, and Napoleon was never to tire of
the incense burned before him. Instead of thinking
of mournful subjects, some great solemnity, some
magnificent splendor, was called for, such as the cor-
onation of the Empress and of the King of Rome.
That, said the courtiers, will be a fine opportunity for
France to express its devotion and loyalty to the
Imperial dynasty: the Emperor had but to go to the
capital; there he would hear nothing but applause.
December 27, in the Throne Room of the Tuileries,
he received a deputation of the electoral college of
the Department of the Tiber, and the Preside at spoke
in these high-flown terms: " The Romans will not
belie the name of their ancestors; and while some
shall fight beneath victorious banners, others shall,
cultivate the arts in order to make eternal, by majestic
monuments, your glorious exploits, and to transmit
their memory to the remotest posterity. Sire, to
crown the happiness of the city of Rome, you have
only to honor it with your presence and to permit it
to behold you seated ou a throne reared in the Palace
of the Caesars. lu that shrine you will hear unend-
ing applause; there you will see the famous monu-
ments, rescued from the ravages of time, which your
munificence has restored to the fine arts. The
Romans will bind your brow with undying laurel,
and your entrance into the capital will be the most
solemn, the best applauded, and the most deserved of
yotir triumphs. It will eifaee the vaunted ovations
ol ancient warriors, of the most illustrious emperors.